
Bishop Ward High School has been awarded the   
 “Standard of Excellence” for both Math and 

Writing by the Kansas Department of Education.  
The Kansas Department of Education presents 

this award to high schools that meet the very highest 
benchmarks on the state assessments. 

“Congratulations to our faculty for their hard 
work and dedication and to parents who make 
academics a priority,” President Fr. Michael Hermes 
said. “Because of our outstanding teachers and 
parents, our students receive the attention, training, 
and support they need to perform at their highest 
academic level.”

Bishop Ward High School  
Awarded Standard of  
Excellence in Math and Writing

1978:  Patricia (Dorian) Kellner owns Custom 
Made Yard signs by Patti and can be reached at 
scoots4756@sbcglobal.net.

1983: Tom Clevenger has been a Letter Carrier 
with the Shawnee Mission Post Office for 17 
years. He resides with his wife and daughter in 
Mission, Kan.

2003: Dustin and Melissa Johnson-Hoagland had 
a baby girl, Aubrey Nicole Hoagland, on Aug. 24, 
2009. 

2005: Theresa Hoytal, a Benedictine College 
student, as part of the Students in Free Enterprise  
team, won the Midwest Regional title.

 
Class of 1984:  Jan. 2 at Bishop Ward. 
Contact Cathy Kolenda-Smith at 913.721.0081 
or at polishsmith@sbcglobal.net.

Class of 1970:  June 11-12. June 11 is a golf 
tournament at Sunflower Hills with patio party  
at Breit’s at 6:30 p.m. Reunion on June 12 will  
be at St. Peter’s Parish with Mass at 5:30 p.m., 
followed by cocktails and dinner at the parish 
center. For more information, contact Tom and 
Janet Roberts at 913-721-3299 or at  
tomandjanet1974@sunflower.com.

For information or assistance with reunions,  
contact Paula Gettles in the Development Office  
at 913.371.6901.

C A L E N D A R

Jan. 9 & 16, 8 a.m.
8th Grade Placement Test

March 16
Women’s Alumnae Lunch

March 18
Men’s Alumni Lunch

March 27
Hall of Fame Dinner

April 16
Walk-a-thon Student 
Fundraiser

June 18
Golf Classic
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Thanks to supporters of Catholic education like you, the Bishop Ward “The Right Choice” 
Annual Auction on Oct. 24 was a record event. 

Over 600 alumni, parents, and friends of Bishop Ward raised more than $200,000 for the 
benefit of our students—$30,000 more than last year’s auction. Bishop Ward also met its 
Fund a Need goal of raising enough funds to purchase two minotour buses. 

“It was an amazing evening as the Bishop 
Ward community came together to celebrate 
and show their support for the same cause: 
to help our students prepare for college and 
become leaders in our Catholic faith,”  
President Fr. Michael Hermes said. “Event 
Chairs Matt ’83 and Angie ’85 Kolenda 
deserve a big thank you for their parent 
leadership.”

Two alumni were the leaders of the 
evening. Marsha Basey ’62 and Bill Venable 
’48 got into a bidding war for the Mighty 
Cyclone Scholarship Fund. In the end they 
each donated $13,000 to the fund. It was 
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P r e s i d e n t

Father Michael Hermes

P r i n c i p a l

Mr. Dennis Dorr, ’73

P u b l i s h e r

Ms. Mary Pat Beals

Ed i t o r  & Pu b l i s h e r

Mrs. Laura Nelson

Bequest Continues 
Family Tradition of 
Generosity
Zoe Ryan Leaves Legacy 
through Planned Gift

Passion, class and dignity are the 
words used by family and friends 
when remembering Mrs. Zoe Ryan. 
Zoe passed away in June 2009.  
Her unflagging support of Catholic 
education will live on thanks to her 
bequest gift to Bishop Ward High 
School. Three generations of Ryans 

have attended Bishop Ward beginning with her husband, Dr. Maurice Ryan ’27.
As the mother of nine children, including Michelle ’72, Edwin ’73, Patricia ’75, 

and Renee ’78, she saw value in supporting all of the schools where they attended. 
She was a lifetime member of the Cathedral of Saint Peter Parish and a devoted 
member of its choir. She had an adventurous spirit that took her on many travels 
and led her to take up kayaking at the age of 85.

Her son Edwin said that “it was no surprise to our family that she made  
donations to many organizations. It was part of her own upbringing and was  
tied directly to her devotion to the Catholic Church.”

Despite the Recession, Cyclones Raise Record Amount
Alumni and Friends of Bishop Ward High School raised more than  
$200,000 at the Annual Auction

continued on page 2

Bottom left: Board Chairman Marty Baughman gives a painting 
by Mike Savage ’76 to the Kolenda family. Matt ’83 and Angie 
’85 Kolenda were this year’s Auction Co-Chairs.

Bottom right: John Creal with his mother Cindy Creal.

Top: Junior Audaur Kountz 
holds a Labrador retriever 
puppy that went home with 
Mike ’71 and Terri ’76 Tobin.
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You can visit www.cyclonecountry.org
to see photos of the class reunions of 
1969, 1973/1974, 1979 and 1989, as 
well as to see more photos of the reunions 
featured below. 

Are You Seeing  
Double?

Are you receiving more 

than one copy of the 

AfterWard at your home? 

We need your help to 

update our mailing list 

and cut mailing expenses. 

Please contact Paula 

Gettles in the Development 

Office at 913.371.6901. 

2009 Reunions

The Class of 1959 celebrated their 50th 
Class Reunion on Oct. 10 at Bishop Ward. 
They made a class gift of  
$1,500 to Wheels for Ward.

                                           1949

The Class of 1949 celebrated their 60th Class Reunion on 
Sept. 12 at the Lone Star Steak House at the Legends.

The Class of 1954 celebrated their 55th 
Class Reunion at St. Patrick Parish  
on July 25.

                       

1959

Bishop Ward students met the very highest  
benchmarks on the state assessments. Pictured 
here are (left to right) Josh Williamson ’10,  
Ashley Lysaught ’11 and Esteban Hernandez ’10.

If you would like to learn more about how 
to include Bishop Ward in your estate plan, 
contact Mary Spangler in the Development 
Office at mspangler@wardhigh.org or at 913-
371-6901.

Please consider a year-end gift to Bishop 
Ward High School and take full advantage 
of an IRA Rollover provision.

It allows donors to make gifts from their 
IRA’s (for 2009 only) with no tax liabilities  
for people 70 ½ and above. The provision 
helps retirees overcome tax liabilities  
associated with their IRA or Roth IRA, which 
otherwise would be included with income. 

This opportunity expires Dec. 31, 2009,  
so please visit with your financial planner or 
call Mary Spangler in the Development  
Office at 913.371.6901 for more information. 

Did You Know
Donors ages 70 ½ can make gifts 
from their IRA’s with no tax liabilities

  1954

The Bishop Wa rd 
family wishes you 
and your family  

a blessed  
Chris tma s sea son!
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